Politics, health, and justice are intertw ned
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| support Del anothe’s editorial
and t he poi nt nade by several
respondents that totry toignore
politicsisitself deeply
political because it allows other
views to go unchal | enged. 1 2 Your
pages shoul d refl ect a diversity
of opi nion. But perhaps the

cl earest bias of a journal
concerned wi th heal th shoul d be

t owar ds t he poorest of society,
not only because they usual |y have
the |l owest |ife expectancy but
because they are al so i kely

t o have t he weakest voice. 3

Heal th generally i s enbedded in
soci al circunstances, and t hat
relates not only to the division,
but to the size, of the pie.
However, public health has rarely
been abl e t o go beyond pointing to
| arger issues such as poverty,
econom ¢ gl obal i sati on, and | ack
of political wll.4

An i deol ogi cal and political
debate rages in the world, with
enor nous consequences t o human
heal t h and wel | bei ng. These

i ncl ude t he runaway epi dem c of

H V/ AIDS, fam ne in part caused by
the | oss of farm ng expertise as a
whol e generation of farners

si cken and di e, and a persi st ent
unwi | I i ngness by weal thy countries
to keep their nunerous prom ses
for afairer world, whether these
rel ate to reduci ng hunger, funding
the d obal Fund to fight AlDS,

t ubercul osis, and nal aria, or

el i m nati ng nucl ear weapons.

There i s an opportunity to narrow
t hi s i deol ogi cal divide. The genie
of technology and informationis
out of the bottle. A obalisation

has drawn us so cl ose t oget her
that the wel fare of the devel oped
worl d i s no | onger best assured by
mai ntaining msery inthe

devel opi ng worl d. Conver gence of

t hese two i deol ogi es nmay yet save
us froma future riven by hatred,
revenge, and t he perenni al

fear of terrorism5
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