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Therecent editorial by McMichael and
Guest on globa environmenta changeand human
hedlth hypothesi sed that there may be afundamental
causal link betweenincreasinginequality and global
environmental change. It also mentioned public
gpathy, denial and complacency. Manipulation of the
media- that which Beder calls*globa spin” -
providesone plausible mechanism by which thelink
between these factorsmay betraced.

Thereisadouble standard out there: in
most areasof science, including contentiousareas
such asgenetically engineered crops, the* serious’
press payslittle attention to scientific dissenters, yet
disproportionate credence hasbeen giventoan
increasingly discredited group of “contrarian”
climate scientists. For example, awiddy circulated,
though unpublished, paper co-authored by aleading
contrarian scientist described rising carbon dioxide
levelsas" awonderful and unexpected gift” which
will produceanincreasingly lush environment.2
Severa of themost prominent contrarianshave
admitted receiving substantia fundingfromthe
fossl-fud indugtry.?

Unableor unwillingto publishinthe
conventiona peer-reviewed scientificliterature, such
workers have used innovative waysto spread their
message, including costly massmailingsand by
publishing their ownjournas? Clinicians,
increasingly comfortablewith evidence-based
guidestoaid decisonmaking, rightly givelittle
credenceto anecdotal claimsof outrageous benefit
or harm. It may not be necessary for our mediato
be evidence-based, but the selectiveway inwhichit
operates deservesfar wider appreciation.

Itisalmost thirty yearssincetheMedical
Journal of Austrdiapublisheditsfirst editorial on
globd environmenta change* Likethedowly
boiling frog unaware of increasing danger warned of
by Boyden,> wenow inhabit aworld of steadily
declining biodiversity, inexorably risng CO2 levels
and onewhere many concernsremain over the
sustainability of food, fishery and aquaculture
systems.® Another important public hedthrisk isthat

of “extreme’ climatic events, including moreintense
rainfal, stronger winds, rising sealevelsand changes
totheEl Nifio-LaNifacycle. Thesecould also
have mgjor population hedth effectswhich will

affect our region.

Our effortsinthiscentury will becrucid.
Humanity must copewithinevitable, ongoing
environmenta change, against abackdrop of
increasing availability of wegponsof mass
destruction and increasing population. Theentry of a
substantid, countering hedlth voiceinthisdebateis
not beforetime- it may bevital. Australiansshould
play afar moreactiverole.
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